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Hippies Among Us!
and continuing the city’s �scally-
conservative policies. 
	 Stan Graham is a retired 
airline pilot who holds a degree in 
architecture and has served on the 
City’s Transportation Commission 
for the past year. He has lived in West 
Lake Hills for fourteen years and built 
his current home in 2000. He earned 
degrees in International Relations 
and Architecture from the University 
of Kansas. He spent twenty-six years 
as a pilot with American Airlines 
and twenty years (active and reserve) 
with the U.S. Navy as a Naval O�cer/
Aviator.
	 Stan says that the City’s Master Plan 
describes the ideals and directions 
he would like to use in enhancing 
our city’s sense of community and 
environment. One area of interest 
for Stan is residential construction, 
especially with respect to �nding 
ways to keep individual homes 
from dominating the landscape and 
detracting from the natural setting in 
which they are located.

     On May 27, 2009, we thanked 
outgoing Council Members Jane Noble, 
Earl Broussard and Amy Simmons 
for their service to their community 
and welcomed in three new Council 
Members: Davin Fillpot, Spencer 
Stevens and Stan Graham.

	 Davin Fillpot is a registered 
architect at PageSoutherlandPage 
and has served on the City’s Zoning 
and Planning Commission (ZAPCO) 
for three years and Building Design 
Committee (BDC) for 2 years.  He 
graduated with a B.Arch. from Texas 
Tech University in 1997.  He and his 
wife, Camie, lived in Boston for two 
years and then returned to Austin 
in 1999. �ey purchased a lot on Red 
Bud trail in 2003 and oversaw the 
construction of their home.  �eir 
daughter, Mia, is almost four years old.
	 Davin says, “My experiences on 
ZAPCO and BDC provided me with 
the opportunity to work with the 
extremely knowledgeable, wonderful 
and committed people on those 
committees, and really helped shape 

A worker stands on the 
roof of the Earth House 
(above). The view from 

inside of the Earth 
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New Council Members Stan Graham, Spencer Stevens and Davin Fillpot.

The central yurt that contained the kitchen  
and living areas for the community.

said Harker. “And one of the greatest 
people I have ever known.”
	 An eclectic group of tradesmen and 
artists formed a vibrant community 
cooperative adjacent to the Earth 
House, living in unusual homes 
fashioned after the Mongolian yurt – a 
circular edi�ce that looks like a cross 
between a �ying 
saucer and a geodesic 
dome. Over the next 
decade, they would 
come and go, some 
living onsite to 
work on the Earth 
House, others just 
looking for a place to 
live alongside nature in what became 
known as “Yurt City,” a collection of 
three bedroom yurts, a bathroom yurt 
and a kitchen/common space yurt.
	 �e inhabitants of Yurt City formed 
a loose cooperative, sharing the 
costs and duties of running a small 
community. Architect and West Lake 
Hills Wastewater Commissioner, Paul 
Gaddis and his wife Elizabeth Yndo 
lived in one of the three bedroom yurts 

for several years 
while Gaddis and his 
brother worked on 
various construction 

projects around central Texas. “It was 
more of a redneck Texan collective 
and less of a California commune. It 
de�nitely had a unique, local culture.”
	 Eddie Wilson, founder of the 
Armadillo World Headquarters, would 
occasionally drop by with famous 
musicians and performers including 

Frank Zappa, Van 
Morrison and Bonnie 
Raitt. 
	 �e main yurt 
burned down in the 
late 1970’s but the 
collective lived on.  
A few years later, the 
Gaddis family sold 

the land to a developer who bulldozed 
the Earth house, but not before moving 
several of the iconic yurts to other 
locations. �ey donated three of the 
yurts to the Creative Rapid Learning 
Center and relocated the other one to a 
lot Gaddis owns along the Pedernales 
River. Today, the yurt o�ers shelter for 
his family and friends during campouts 
by the river. 
	 For more information about Yurt 
City and Earth House, visit Charles 
Harker’s website at: http://web.mac.
com/charker/TAO_Design_Group

      You’ve probably heard of the Cedar 
Choppers – the legendary “early” 
inhabitants of West Lake Hills that 
made a living in the �rst half of the last 
century by cutting down cedar trees 
for fuel and building materials for the 
rapidly growing city of Austin just over 
the river. 
	 But you may not have heard about 
the Hippies of West Lake Hills who 
lived amongst the cedars and oaks 
along Eanes Creek where St. John 
Neumann Catholic Church now sits. 
In the early 1970’s, a visionary group of 
architects began work on an unusual 
building concept: a polyurethane foam 
and rebar-reinforced concrete building 
known as the Earth House that served 
as a workshop to explore the creative 
potential of new building materials and 
techniques.
	 Local architect Tom Hatch and 
Charles Harker, designer of the famous 
Bloomhouse just north of West Lake 
Hills, were two of the founders of the 
project that was built on land owned by 
local resident, Betty Gaddis. “She was 
the heart and soul behind the project,” 

my respect for our Code of Ordinances 
and the Master Plan for the city.  I am 
�rmly committed to preserving the 
rural quality and nature of our city.”  
	 Spencer Stevens has worked as a 
CPA with a Big Four accounting �rm 
and is now a Corporate & Securities 

Attorney at Strasburger & Price, LLP.  
He received an undergraduate degree 
from the University of Texas and a law 
degree from the University of Houston.  
He was born in Houston and has lived 
in California and Connecticut.  His 
wife of thirteen years, Kathryn, is an 
alumnus of Westlake High School.  
�ey have two children: Allyson, four, 
and Colton, eight months.
	 Spencer’s hobbies include golf, 
softball, and camping.  When asked 
about community issues that are 
important to him, he mentioned 
maintaining the rural and peaceful 
experience within West Lake Hills, 
ensuring responsible growth along 
Bee Cave Road, managing tra�c �ow 
through the city that is consistent with 
and not at odds with residents,  

The interior of a bedroom yurt.
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Reduce, Reuse and 
Recycle

�e City’s curbside recycling 
service accepts plastics marked 
#1 through #5 and #7 including 
any drink bottles, milk jugs and 
laundry detergent containers. 
You can recycle aluminum, tin 
and steel cans, and both clear and 
colored, unbroken  glass. All dry 
paper products except cardboard 
can be recycled, including o�ce 
papers, magazines, newspapers – 
even junk mail!


